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for a proclamation in their favor for government em~
ployment. His speech is bold and well enough if it wan
advisable that the Chief Magistrate should address such
gatherings.

Senator Trumbull called upon me this morning for the
first time in several months. It was to ask a favor, and for
Mrs. Trumbull more than himself. I regretted that I could
not without violating regulations grant it, for both of them
have been a little miffed because I opposed his two great
measures which have been vetoed. The speech of the
President last evening was alluded to, and Trumbull was
very emphatic in condemning Presidential speechmaking,
We did not greatly differ on this subject, for it has never
been regarded favorably by me. Sometimes it may be ex-
cusable, but omission is better than compliance with calls
from irresponsible gatherings. Frequent harangues to
promiscuous crowds lessen the dignity of the President.

Passing from this subject to the condition of the coun-
try, he asked me if I was willing, or would consent, that
Senators and Representatives should be admitted to take*
part hi the Government, coming from Rebel States and
districts. I told him I was most assuredly willing, pro-
vided they were loyal and duly and properly elected.
"Then," inquired he, "how could you deny one a seat in
Congress from South Carolina during the existence of the*
Rebellion?'7 "That," said I, "is a different question, but I
am by no means prepared to say I would not have been glad
to have seen a true and loyal man like Andrew Johnson, or
yourself, here from that State during the War. I regretted
that more did not, like Johnson, remain in 1861. Would
you have expelled them?" Without answering me direct,
Trumbull became a good deal excited and was very em-
phatic against the Rebels. I said we would have no con-
troversy on that point. I was not their apologist, though I
was not their persecutor, now that the Rebellion was sup-
pressed. They had greatly erred and wronged us, had slain
our kindred and friends, wasted our treasure, etc., but he